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What? 

How well? 

Identify desired results –What are the goals?
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Proficiency Performance
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Work from a clearly articulated curriculum

Common Core “Three Shifts”
Schmoker, Leading with Focus

Themes and Topics

Advanced Placement
International
Baccalaureate

Clementi/Terrill

•Personal and Public 
Identities
•Families and 
Communities
•Contemporary Life
•Beauty and Aesthetics
•Science and Technology
•Global Challenges

•Social Relationships
•Cultural Diversity
•Customs and Traditions
•Leisure
•Health
•Communication and 
Media
•Science and Technology
•Global Issues

•Identity
•Belonging
•Well-being
•Creativity
•Exploring Time and Place
•Discovery
•Challenges
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Thematic Unit Design
Theme/Topic Contemporary Life: School Days

Performance Target Novice Range
Amount of 
Time

6 weeks
250 minutes per week

Essential 
Question(s)

What is school? Why is school important?

Learning Scenario

Students will learn about school in their community and in other cultures. They will consider what 
students learn in school and will be able to compare what schools are like in their community and in 
other places. They will be able to say why education is a basic right and comment on who goes to 
school in different countries. Finally, they will compare traditional ways of school with what is 
possible today. 

Unit Goals

Learners will be able to:
• Discuss their likes and dislikes with regard to school
• Comment on what they need to learn
• Make comparisons between their school life and school life in the target culture
• Comment on the importance of school and who goes to school 

Thematic Unit Design

Theme/Topic Contemporary Life: School Days

Performance 
Target

Novice Range 
(Level 1 / Level 2)

Amount of 
Time

6 weeks / 250 
minutes per week
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Essential Questions

Thematic Unit Design

Theme/Topic Contemporary Life: School Days

Performance 
Target Novice Range

Amount of 
Time

6 weeks / 250 
minutes per week

Essential 
Question(s) What is school? Why is school important?
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Thematic Unit Design
Theme/Topic Contemporary Life: School Days

Performance Target Novice Range
Amount of 
Time

6 weeks
250 minutes per week

Essential 
Question(s)

What is school? Why is school important?

Learning Scenario

Students will learn about school in their community and in other cultures. They will consider what 
students learn in school and will be able to compare what schools are like in their community and in 
other places. They will be able to say why education is a basic right and comment on who goes to 
school in different countries. Finally, they will compare traditional ways of school with what is 
possible today. 

Unit Goals

Learners will be able to:
• Discuss their likes and dislikes with regard to school
• Comment on what they need to learn
• Make comparisons between their school life and school life in the target culture
• Comment on the importance of school and who goes to school 

Identify anchor texts

Sohn schwänzte Schule: Mutter muss sechs Monate 
ins Gefängnis
Wenn Kinder nicht zur Schule gehen, kann es bitter für 
die Eltern werden: In Hessen schickt ein Gericht eine 
Mutter nun deswegen in den Knast. Die Höchststrafe
sei gerechtfertigt, meinen die Richter. Schließlich
hätten andere Maßnahmen nicht zum Erfolg geführt.
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ACTFL Integrated Performance Assessment

Interpretive
Students listen to, read and / or view an authentic 

text and answer information as well as 
interpretive questions to assess comprehension.

The teacher provides students with feedback on 
performance. 

Interpersonal
After receiving feedback 

students engage in 
communication about a 

particular topic which relates to 
the interpretive text. 

Presentational
Students engage in the presentational 

mode by sharing their 
research/ideas/opinions. Samples 
presentational formats: speeches, 

drama, skits, radio broadcasts, posters, 
brochures, essays, websites, etc. 

Summative Performance Assessments

Interpretive

• Read school schedules from other countries and draw 
conclusions about similarities and differences.

• Read ads or lists about school supplies and indicate what is 
needed.

• Listen as individuals give their opinions about information 
related to school and demonstrate comprehension.

Presentational

Project - Create a multi-media presentation that will introduce 
your school to other (Spanish) speakers. 
On Demand – Share your feelings about school. Consider 
advantages and disadvantages of other school systems.

Interpersonal

Have a conversation where you discuss school and education. 
Comment on what you like and don’t like about your school and 
make comparisons to other schools in other countries. Give 
your opinion about why education is or is not important.
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Asking and 
responding to 

questions

Maintain a 
conversation in 
person & virtually

Expressing 
hopes and 

dreams

Describing 
people, 
places, 
things

Present 
information orally 

for an audience

Expressing 
feelings 

and 
emotions

Expressing 
preferences 

and opinions

Interpret  
authentic oral, 
written, visual  
texts

Telling and 
retelling 
stories

Present information 
in writing for an 
audience

Key Function - Describing
FUNCTION NOVICE                                              INTERMEDIATE                                                       ADVANCED

Describing
people, places, 
things, how and 
how well

Give a description 
using one or two 
short adjectives 
or adverbs

Give a basic 
description & 
make simple 
comparisons 
using frequently 
used adjectives 
and adverbs

Give more 
detailed 
descriptions 
including 
comparatives, 
contrasts,  and 
superlatives

Givedetailed 
descriptions 
using a variety of 
precise adjectives 
and adverbs

Give detailed 
descriptions 
using a wide 
variety of precise 
adjectives and 
adverbs

RELATED LANGUAGE FUNCTIONS

Analyze
Categorize
Classify
Clarify
Compare
Contrast
Count
Define
Describe
Describe physical characteristics
Describe the weather

Differentiate
Edit
Evaluate
Explain
Givebiographical information
Give examples
Identify
Illustrate
Infer
Interpret

Label
List
Locate
Name
Paraphrase
Present
Rephrase
Restate
Rewrite
Summarize
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I can Yes
With 
help

Not 
yet

discuss	school	subjects

say	what	I can	do	to	learn

describe	likes	and	dislikes	with	regard	to	school

discuss	school	schedules

say	what	I need/don’t	need

say	how	many	classes	I	and	others	have	

compare	schools	in	different	communities

indicate	how	they	and	others	go	to	school

recognize	the	rights	of	the	child

talk	about	who	goes	to	school

say	why	school	is	important
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Think – Write  - Pair - Share

The teacher poses a problem 

or presents a topic.  Students 

are given time to think and may be

asked to jot down their thoughts or asked to respond 

individually using tools such as polleverywhere. They then 

pair with another student to discuss the topic or compare 

responses.  Finally, they share their thoughts with the 

whole class.

Numbered Heads Together

Directions:  Students assemble into 

groups and number off.  The teacher 

asks a question and tells the groups to 

put their heads together to discuss it.  The teacher calls a 

number and selects a group.  The student with that number 

in that group answers.  The teacher asks the students of the 

same number from the other groups if they agree with the 

response or asks them to elaborate on the response.
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A B

C D

Inner/Outer Circle

Rotating Rows

Four Corners

Working with Random Partners

√+

√

√-

?
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Degree of 
Retention

Time in Minutes

Primacy-Recency

Adapted from Sousa

Gain Attention /
Activate Prior

Knowledge

Provide Input

Elicit Performance / 
Provide Feedback

Key Lesson Planning Question

“Rigorous, aligned, engaging tasks”
2016/17 SPS PD Theme
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I can Yes
With 
help

Not 
yet

discuss	school	subjects

say	what	I	can	do	to	learn

describe	 likes	and	dislikes	with	regard	to	school

discuss	school	schedules

Say	what	 I	need/don’t	need

say	how	many	classes	I	and	others	have	

compare	schools	 in	different	communities

indicate	how	they	and	others	go	to	school

recognize	the	rights	of	the	child

talk	about	who	goes	to	school

say	why	school	is	important

“Learning to speak another's 
language means taking one's 

place in the human 
community. It means reaching 

out to others across cultural and 
linguistic boundaries. Language 
is far more than a system to be 

explained. It is our most 
important link to the world 

around us. Language is culture 
in motion. It is people 

interacting with people."
Sandra Savignon

Communicative Competence: 
Theory and Classroom Practice
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Bell Ringers
• Individual Work
• 5 minutes maximum, less is 

better
• Students show what they 

know, no right/wrong answers
• Activity has a connection to 

what comes next
• Students generate answers, no 

worksheets
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Gain Attention & Activate Prior Knowledge

Remember: Everything is done in the target language.
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Provide Input

Para algunos niños, ir a la 
escuela representa apenas un 
paseo a la vuelta de la esquina. 
Para otros, significa afrontar
desiertos, ríos, aguas heladas o 
contextos urbanos peligrosos.

French version: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tIrK1Vc7Lek
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Conduct comprehension checks 
to ensure understanding.

Extended Language Responses

CHECKING FOR COMPREHENSION

Make sentence true 

Thumbs up /Thumbs down Do as I say (TPR)

Act OutHold ups
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Elicit Performance & Provide Feedback
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Pour se rendre à l'école, certains enfants n'ont que quelques pas à faire, 
tandis que d'autres doivent braver des déserts, des rivières, des 
étendues gelées ou des quartiers urbains dangereux.

Les enfants vont à l’école en bus, à pied, en bateau, à âne, à cheval et à
bicyclette. 

Ils vont à l’école ____ et ils
bravent _____.

Elle va à l’école ____ et elle
brave _____.
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Vocabulary “Quizzes”
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Grammar in context

Gradual Release of Responsibility

Adapted from Douglas Fisher


